Ill: SKULL-MEASURING AND DEVIL-
DANCING

what Arabs are you?' Thus has the question
been put to me in the desert, by natives conscious
that I was of a race different from theirs, for the
word Arab is used by them to denote 'people' rather than
the particular race we mean.

But is it so certain that the Arabs are themselves racially
one ? Neither Glaser the scholar, nor Burton the traveller
thought so. The former held the South Arabian to be
Hamitic and not Semitic. The latter declared that he had
found proof of three distinct races. Whatever the case,
Burton's anticipation that 'physiological differences suffi-
cient to warrant our questioning the common origin of the
Arab family would be found' was a sound one. Such
differences I discovered in abundance in this central region
of South Arabia: not merely physiological, but cultural
and linguistic differences that constitute collectively a
serious challenge to the conception of a single racial entity
for the entire peninsula.

1 came indeed prepared with head callipers to make and
record skull measurements, for such measurements are
vital to anthropologists.1 Of importance too are visual
observations of the foreigner domiciled for some years in
Arabia, for his mind becomes unconsciously stamped with
the physical characteristics of the natives, and is therefore
acutely aware of aberrations from racial types when he
meets them. Thus it was that after continuous residence
in Arabia from 1915 onwards, serving in capacities that

1 Sir Arthur Keith has graciously contributed as Appendix I his investi-
gations into these data.
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